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his ambition were gone by. A chair in the University of Strasburg, where the professors were so narrow-minded, and a position in the French Government after he had become filled with a strong aversion to everything French, had very little charm for him. Consequently he rejected the plan, alluring though it would once have been. He thought his freedom of movement would be better guarded if he should fulfil his father's wishes and settle down for the present as an advocate in Frankfort.
The final conditions were yet to be met. He must needs become a doctor of jurisprudence, and to obtain the degree a dissertation was necessary. Having so little interest in the special problems of jurisprudence, he chose a general topic, half in the field of church history, half in the field of constitutional law. The theme was a strange one. Goethe, following in the path of Rousseau's Control Social, wished to establish the thesis that the lawgiver not only may, but must, fix upon a certain cult, which neither the clergy nor the laity shall be permitted to renounce. But there should be no investigation of one's own thoughts and feelings. By this arrangement he thought he could anticipate all disputes between church and state, of which he had seen enough since childhood, and at the same time provide for the necessary freedom of conscience. He elaborated this thought with much industry and critical acumen, having no other censor in mind than his father.
The faculty, which had to examine all dissertations presented, not only from the scientific standpoint but also from the standpoint of the common welfare, raised objections to the thesis, and Dean Ehrlen gave Goethe the friendly advice not to publish it, but, instead of presenting it for the doctor's degree, to apply for the licentiate's degree by means of a disputation on certain theses. Goethe acted upon the suggestion with delight. For he himself had deep misgivings with regard to his dissertation, and was able to console his father with the promise to enlarge and improve it later, and then publish it. Goethe, with the help of his coach, had soon selected sixty-five theses